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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT  

 

I am worried about the long-term debt associated with the Site C hydroelectric pro-

ject under construction on the Peace River.  Site C is BC’s most expensive public 

infrastructure project ever at $8.8 billion and counting.   

 

The project is expected to lose $800 million in its first 4 years of operation because 

the power will not be needed. 

 

A recent UBC report says we would save a lot of money if we cancel the project 

now. 

 

Q. What would you do about the Site C project if your party forms the next 

government? I don’t think we can afford 70 years of debt and I want a gov-

ernment that will manage our money carefully. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Electricity use in BC hasn’t changed for the last 12 years. After Site C was ap-

proved, BC Hydro now says the electricity generated from Site C won’t be needed 

for another 20 to 40 years.   

 

The Site C project will leave BC Hydro with an unprecedented long-term debt 

(more than $9B).  It will drive up electricity rates as it squeezes out opportunities 

for innovative and more sustainable energy solutions. 

 

A recent UBC report said that we would save a lot of money if we cancelled the 

project now. 

 

 

Q. What would you do about the Site C project if your party forms the next 

government?  I am concerned about taking on such a huge debt for no good 

reason. 
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REVIEW PROCESSES: 

 

In 1983, the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC) said that Site C should not proceed 

unless the power to be generated from the dam was needed.   

 

It’s now 2017 and the project is under construction but it doesn’t sound like we 

need the power and less destructive alternatives are more and more available.  Plus 

it comes with a huge cost and long-term debt. 

 

Q. What would you do about the Site C project if your party forms the next 

government?  What role do you see for an independent BCUC in advising 

Government on hydro projects in future? 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

The key recommendations of 2014 Federal/Provincial Environmental Joint Review 

Panel on the Site C project were ignored by Government. 

 

The Panel said that because of the nature and level of destruction that would be 

wrought by the project, the need for the Site C should be established before con-

struction began. 

 

Now it looks like the hydro power from the dam won’t be needed any time soon, 

the project will cost us a fortune and better alternatives are available. 

 

Q. What would you do about the Site C project if your party forms the next 

government?  What will you do to improve the environmental review pro-

cesses and regulation in BC? 
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DEFENDING FARMLAND 

 

I want my MLA to defend the ALR and our BC farmland.   

 

If the Site C project goes ahead, the reservoir from the earth-fill dam will obliterate 

valuable Peace River Valley farmland at a time when our food security must be de-

fended against the effects of climate change.   

 

A recent UBC report says we would save a lot of money if we cancel the project 

now.  And, it looks like there are better and lower cost alternatives to generate 

power. 

 

Q. What would you do about the Site C project if your party forms the next 

government?  I am worried about our food security. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

I am worried about food security for my children and for the growing population of 

BC. 

 

Some incredibly productive farmland in the Peace River Valley was removed from 

the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) in order that it could be destroyed by the Site 

C hydro-electric project.   

 

On top of this, there’s lots in the media now stating that we don’t even need the 

energy from this project yet it is being plowed through at huge social and environ-

mental cost. 

 

 

Q. If your party forms government, would you stop the Site C project and re-

store the ALR up in the Peace River Valley?  What criteria would you use in 

future to remove farmland from the ALR?   
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND RECONCILIATION 

 

 

The reservoir from the Site C dam will obliterate significant treaty lands, burial 

grounds and other First Nations sacred sites.  The need for the electricity from the 

project has not been established. 

 

Given our history and considering the recommendations of the Truth and Reconcil-

iation Commission, this issue is particularly important to me. I am worried about 

the Government meeting our Treaty 8 and constitutional obligations.  

 

Q. What would you do about the Site C project if your party forms the next 

government?   

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

The West Moberly First Nations and the Prophet River First Nations are fighting 

the Government in court to stop the Site C project.  A final decision has not been 

reached. 

 

The Assembly of First Nations and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs are demanding 

that the project be stopped in respect of the rights of indigenous people.   

 

Question: 

 

• If your party forms the next government, will you pause the Site C project 

until the Courts decisions are reached and to ensure First Nations human 

rights, treaty and land rights are respected fully? 

 

 


