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PVEA Site C Participant Registration Guide 

November 7, 2013 

This Guide is intended to help individuals with an interest in the Site C environmental 
assessment (EA) process assess whether they want to register to participate in the EA and, if 
so, how to do so.  It does not provide legal advice, and it is not intended as a substitute for 
the Hearing Procedures established for the Site C EA.  Those Hearing Procedures set out the 
rules for how the public hearing will be conducted, including how interested persons should 
register to participate.  They are available at http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-
eng.cfm?document=96014. 

What is the Site C EA? 

The Site C EA is a joint BC-federal process for assessing the environmental effects of the 
proposed Site C dam.  The EA is being conducted by a panel of three individuals jointly 
appointed by the two governments.  They will hold a public hearing, and prepare a report 
that will go to Provincial and federal Ministers.  Those Ministers will make the final decision 
on whether to approve the project. 

Why would I participate in the Site C EA? 

The Site C EA is the only public regulatory process looking at the impacts of the dam, and 
examining whether the project is needed.  If you want to provide input regarding the dam’s 
impacts, and/or have a say in whether the project should go ahead, the EA process is the 
place to do so. 

Are there options for how I participate in the EA process? 

Yes.  The Hearing Procedures allow people (which include organizations) to participate in 
three ways: 

1) Filing a written submission.  You can prepare a written statement with the 
information and views you want to provide to the Panel.  This statement will need to 
be sent to either the Panel staff (SiteCReview@ceaa-acee.gc.ca) or the provincial 
Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) (brian.murphy@gov.bc.ca) by November 
25, 2013.  You do not have to appear in person if you submit your comments in 
writing. 

http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=96014
http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=96014
mailto:SiteCReview@ceaa-acee.gc.ca
mailto:brian.murphy@gov.bc.ca
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2) Make an oral presentation.  You can appear at the public hearing and make an oral 
presentation.  This presentation can be supported by a written statement, and any 
written statement needs to be sent to the Panel staff or EAO by November 25, 2013.  
The Panel has asked oral presentations to be limited to 20 minutes in length.  It may 
shorten or lengthen this time limit. The Panel, BC Hydro and other participants may 
ask you questions on your presentation. 

3) Filing a joint written submission or making a joint oral presentation. The Panel 
encourages participants with similar views to prepare a joint written statement or 
make a joint presentation and may require participants to do so in the interest of 
time. If making a joint presentation, you should identify a spokesperson to receive 
questions for the group when registering. 

Am I required to register in order to participate? 

Yes. You have to register in order to provide a written submission or if you want to make an 
oral presentation. The Hearing Procedures include a form participants need to use to 
register (link provided at end of this guide).  Registrations need to be sent to the Panel staff 
by November 25, 2013.  

The Panel may allow presentations in the Community and General hearing sessions by 
participants who register on the same day of that hearing session if time permits. 

If you are submitting written submissions, you must send the written submission to the 
Panel or the EAO by November 25, 2013. 

What is the difference between an “Interested Party” and other Participants? 

In addition to presenting information to the Panel orally and in writing, “Interested Parties” 
may ask questions of the Proponent and others presenting information orally, and may 
provide written closing arguments. 

The Panel considers any individual, organization or Aboriginal group that participated in the 
Pre-Panel Stage of the review to be an Interested Party. 

Are there limits on who can become an “Interested Party”? 

Yes.  Sending in a registration form does not guarantee that you will be allowed to make a 
presentation.  The Panel will review the applications, and decide who will/will not be given 
“Interested Party” status. 
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The registration form requires applicants to explain: 

 How the project affects them and/or their connection to the project area. 

 A summary of the relevant information they can provide to the Panel. 

 How they intend to participate in the assessment process. 

 The issues that they intend to address in the oral presentation. 

 An explanation of how they may collaborate with other persons or groups with 
overlapping interests. 

These information requirements indicate that the Panel is looking for some evidence that a 
person or group has a real interest in the project.  We do not know exactly what the Panel is 
looking for, or how it will deal with individual applications.  At this point, we can provide the 
following suggestions to bear in mind when preparing an application to register: 

 Evidence that the project will have a direct impact to your interests is important.  
These types of impacts include impacts to property from the reservoir and dam 
infrastructures, and loss of recreational opportunities, including hunting/fishing. Be 
clear and concise in how you identify these interests. 

 More general interests – such as concerns about impacts to local communities, or an 
interest in the preservation of the agricultural economy of the Peace River valley – 
may also be sufficient.  It is important, however, to clearly connect those interests to 
the project, and clearly describe how your information will assist the Panel in 
assessing the project’s impacts.  Don’t just state that you are opposed to the dam.  
Identify specific issues that you want to address and explain how you have useful 
knowledge to contribute. 

 If you know that you share an interest with other members of your community who 
also want to register, consider coordinating your presentations and stating that in 
your application.  For example, you and others with related interests could offer to 
appear together at a session and present your information together.  The Panel is 
interested in saving time by grouping related presentations, and avoiding repetition.  
Showing that you are willing to do so will increase your chances of being accepted as 
an Interested Party. 

Can I choose when I make my oral presentation? 

Yes and no.  The Panel has prepared a preliminary hearing schedule, which is available at 
http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=96015.  You are going to 
have to fit your presentation into that schedule. 

However, the Panel will hold three types of public hearings – General Sessions, Community 
Sessions and Topic-Specific Sessions. General Sessions are open to the public, whereas 
Community Sessions are intended only for members of the community in which they occur. 
Topic-Specific Sessions are intended to deal with more technical information, and will 
generally involve experts presenting reports on specific issues (such as agricultural impacts, 
demand forecasting etc.). 

http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=96015
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According to the preliminary schedule, the opening session will be in Fort St. John on 
December 9, 2013, followed by Topic-Specific Sessions on “Need, Purpose and 
Alternatives”.  Community and General Sessions will then follow in communities that are 
affected by the project. Topic-Specific Sessions will then resume in Peace River and Fort St. 
John.  

You can choose to register for the General Session, or a specific Community Session, that 
best fits your schedule. 

What am I getting into if I register to make an oral presentation? 

It’s a bit up to you.  You can limit your participation to making your oral presentation at a 
scheduled session.  The Panel, BC Hydro and other Interested Parties may ask you 
questions, and then you are done. 

You can also be more involved.  You can attend all sessions and, if you are an Interested 
Party, you will have the right to ask questions of BC Hydro and other Interested Parties who 
make presentations.  You can also file a written presentation to support your oral 
presentation, which can be more detailed than what you can fit into the 20 minute limit for 
oral presentations.  Just be aware that BC Hydro can always ask you questions on anything 
you say. 

 

Links 

Public notice of hearing: http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-
eng.cfm?document=96012  

Preliminary hearing schedule: http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-
eng.cfm?document=96015  

Hearing registration form: http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-
eng.cfm?document=96016  

Canadian Environmental Assessment Registry – Site C Project: http://www.ceaa-
acee.gc.ca/050/details-eng.cfm?evaluation=63919  

BC Environmental Assessment Office Public Information Database – Site C Project: 
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/appsdata/epic/html/deploy/epic_project_home_371.html  

Keep the Peace Blog: http://keepingthepeace.wordpress.com/  

Peace Valley Environment Association: http://www.peacevalley.ca/  

PVEA Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/PeaceValleyEnvironmentAssociation  

http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=96012
http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=96012
http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=96015
http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/document-eng.cfm?document=96015
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