
 

The Peace Valley is the only valley that breaches the Rocky Mountains and thus acts as a conduit to bring warm 

Pacific air eastward.  The resulting microclimate gives the valley unique ecological value within BC. 

 Agriculture… the Peace River Valley has the best agricultural land in Northern BC, with the only class 1 soil 
north of Quesnel. Prime agricultural lands are irreplaceable (Class 1 soils comprise only 0.2% of the total 
land mass of BC and 1.3% for Class 2).1  It provides the North with the capacity to grow its own produce 
which is important in a time when the 100 mile diet is emphasized.  With climate change, when farmland 
is declining and food security is a growing concern, it doesn’t make sense to flood thousands of acres of 
class one and two soils.  Nor does it make sense to needlessly add greenhouse gases to the environment 
by trucking increasing amounts of food perpetually from the south. 
 

 Climate change… the Peace Valley as a natural ecosystem provides a mitigating effect on climate change 
through carbon dioxide absorption and oxygen production.  The northern boreal forests act as a very 
effective carbon sink.  It is also more resilient to the effects of climate change as an intact ecosystem, 
absorbing the impacts more effectively.  The mature forests are better able to withstand and adapt to 
changing temperatures, changing weather patterns and new pests.  Conversely, large dams increase 
climate change due to large amounts of carbon, stored in trees and other plants, being released when the 
reservoir is flooded and the plants rot.  In addition to CO2 being produced, the trapped decaying 
vegetation in the flooded valleys result in the release of methane gas into the atmosphere.  The GWP 
(global warming potential) of methane gas is known to be 21 times greater than that of CO2.   
 

 Migration corridor… the Peace River Valley is the pinch point of the Yellowstone to Yukon (y2y.net) 
wildlife migration corridor.  As the narrowest part of this globally important north-south corridor, it is 
critical to preserve its integrity in order to maintain connectivity and thus biodiversity. The valley is also 
significant in that it provides the only low elevation east-west corridor through the Rockies. In addition, 
the river valley provides connectivity for the Grizzly, which requires large areas of intact habitat.  This 
wildlife corridor will become increasingly important as the climate changes as connectivity is essential in 
order to support the anticipated northern migration. 

 

 Wildlife…  The Peace Valley is home to a very abundant and diverse wildlife population, including several 
red- and blue-listed species, due to its unique microclimate.  Its fertile, warmer northern banks provide 
important wintering habitat for the area’s wildlife. The valley also provides nesting and migratory stopover 
habitat for hundreds of bird species. The protective islands are critical ungulate birthing habitat.  Fisher, 
which are blue-listed, use the large balsam poplars in the river valley for birthing and rearing young. Site C 
would create a movement barrier for blue-listed migratory bull trout. There has been a fishing advisory for 
bull trout at Williston reservoir for many years due to elevated methylmercury levels following the 
construction of the W.A.C. Bennett dam.  We cannot afford another reservoir with further increases in 
methylmercury levels.  We should not be putting the various species and people further at risk. 
 

 Heritage sites... There are vast numbers of archaeological and historic sites within the Peace Valley. BC 
Hydro’s studies have indicated that 177 known heritage sites could be affected by the project, of which 16 
are historic in origin.2 The four kinds of heritage sites that BC Hydro has identified are as follows:  historic 
sites from the fur trading and gold rush era, prehistoric sites dating back as far as 10,500 years, 
paleontological and fossil bearing sites, and traditional social and religious sites of particular importance to 
First Nations. 

The Peace River Valley: Worth Saving 



 

 First Nations... First Nations have a vast history in the Peace Valley.  They rely on the abundance of wildlife 
in the valley for their traditional use.  According to BC Hydro, “First Nations were concerned about 
permanent disruption and change to their resource based economy, culture and way of life.”2  According 
to a member of the West Moberly First Nations “The Peace River has been home to my ancestors for 
thousands of years. It has provided us with abundance in many ways. It was the travel route for many First 
Nations people. It is still providing the habitat for the animals we rely on to maintain our culture. Most of 
the First Nations people that live in the area still rely on moose and elk as the primary source of meat for 
their families. Many people fish in the Peace River. Site C could have a devastating effect on our people 
and could destroy our way of life, and for what. So that we can sell power to California or continue to 
grossly mismanage energy use within our own province.”3 
 

 Tourism and recreation... the inherent beauty of the Peace Valley gives it enormous appeal and tourism 
potential.  This year Central Mountain Air’s In-flight Magazine had a feature article on the Paddle for the 
Peace event in the August/September issue and last year’s British Columbia Magazine ran an article on the 
Peace featuring the photography of well-known Vancouver photographer Graham Osborne. The 
recreational value of the river is exceptional and widely recognized.  It is stated within a report by the 
former Parks and Outdoor Recreation Division of the Ministry of Lands, Parks and Housing that “building 
the dam will result in a reduction of river recreation opportunities and create a less attractive scenic and 
recreation resource.”4  There would be very little access for recreation, if any, during the 7 years of 
construction and the estimated 3-5 years to follow, allowing for slope stabilization.5  This minimum of 10 
years without any significant access is a very conservative estimate based on the best-case scenario.  One 
should keep in mind that the shoreline around Williston reservoir has still not stabilized after 40 years. 
 

 Economic folly... BC has been a net exporter of energy 7 out of the last 11 years.6 Now the provincial 
government is openly admitting that they are building for export as witnessed by the throne speech. It is 
misguided to destroy BC river valleys to satisfy the energy demands of the United States.  The proposed 
Site C dam would cost taxpayers 7 to 10 billion dollars. It would irreversibly destroy all of the vast benefits 
of the Peace Valley in order to sell power to the US for the finite lifetime of the dam.  Considering climate 
change and growing food shortages, it doesn’t make sense to flood BC’s prime agricultural land for energy 
export.  We should be protecting the Peace River Valley and all it has to offer. 
 

 Social impacts… there will be an influx of workers which will stress the community infrastructure (schools, 
hospitals, etc.). At the pre-consultation meetings, BC Hydro representatives stated there would only be 
approximately 25 permanent jobs,7 not all of them necessarily near Fort St. John. Since the majority of the 
jobs will be very short-term, just during the construction phase, BC Hydro has plans for out-of-town camps 
to accommodate 1250-1350 workers.8 The large number of transient workers could bring about a whole 
host of additional problems such as increased drug use, additional heath concerns, and increases in 
violence and crime rates. BC Hydro has not publicly released the results of any studies on this subject. It 
seemed to have caught them off-guard during Stage 1 when it was raised by concerned citizens.9 
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