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Peace Valley Environment Association (PVEA) 

Activity and Accomplishments Report 

December 2014 to November 2015 

The past year consisted of a non-stop flurry of activity and growth of our campaign to stop the Site C 

dam in an effort to protect the Peace River Valley.  The commitment and dedication of our long-term 

allies continues to be wonderful and we also saw significant growth in the number of organizations and 

individuals who joined the battle.  All of this support is incredibly encouraging and motivating! 

It seems perhaps easiest to look at the past year by reviewing how the Site C project evolved and the 

corresponding  activities and accomplishments that we undertook within our campaign since our last 

AGM of December 4, 2014.   

December 2014 

 Peace Valley Landowner Association (PVLA)  launched federal and provincial lawsuits against the 

dam  

 PVEA solicited and coordinated the delivery of letters to various bond agencies concerning the 

debt and deficits of the province and BC Hydro 

 PVEA facilitated Fundrazr for PVLA  

 The federal NDP questioned Conservatives over consultation process for Site C in Parliament – 

this action was the result of ‘behind the scenes’ work of our communications team. For those of 

who are not aware,  PVEA’s coordinator continues to coordinate and chair weekly calls with our 

allies including:  Sierra Club BC, Y2Y, Wilderness  Committee, Peace Valley Landowner 

Association, Treaty 8, David Suzuki Foundation, RAVEN plus a number of individuals including:  

George Smith, Gwen Johansson, Lynn Chapman, Rob Botterell, Diane Culling and Adrienne 

Peacock.   

o Additionally, both Craig Benjamin of Amnesty International and Ben Parfitt from the 

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives recently joined our weekly calls.  

o The consistent dedication of all of these groups and individuals has been incredible. 

Many of the actions taken by politicians - and I would venture to say ‘most’ of the 

stories that you see in the news on the campaign against Site C - are generated by the 

work undertaken in the background by the members of this group. Many thanks to all of 

them! 

 Mikisew Cree First Nation seeks ‘at-risk’ designation to protect Wood Buffalo National Park 

 Increased cost of Site C announced 

 We anxiously awaited the decision by the BC government on Site C - which was made Dec 16th 

 PVEA, in collaboration with Sierra Club BC and Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative 

issued an action alert this month asking supporters to inform all MLA’s of the key 

recommendations of the Joint Review Panel.   

http://globalnews.ca/video/1708987/opposition-questions-conservatives-over-consultation-process-for-site-c
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/first-nation-seeks-at-risk-designation-to-protect-wood-buffalo-national-park/article21999665/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/bc-estimates-additional-cost-of-600-million-for-site-c-dam-project/article22058082/
http://commonsensecanadian.ca/site-c-dam-govt-ignores-rules-faces-multiple-lawsuits/
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o Throughout the course of the year, action alerts continued to be issued and were taken 

up very well by our supporters.  Our database of names of those wishing to receive 

these notifications continues to grow almost daily. 

 PVEA’s coordinator conducted interviews about the provincial decision with a wide range of 

media including:  CKNW (radio); Global BC TV; Common Sense Canadian; Moose FM; Business 

Vancouver; The EcoReport; Vancouver Sun; CJDC TV; and, The Tyee. She also participated in CBC 

Almanac and CBC Radio West talk back line.   

o I won’t continue to read off the names of the media sources that are in touch with us 

and cover our campaign on a regular basis – but that list gives you a good idea of the 

great media connections we have! 

 Throughout the course of our campaign, we have been incredibly fortunate to have a number of 

artists contribute works to the campaign in various forms – for which we are extremely grateful.  

In December 2014, we received: 

o A song and video from Karree J Phillips – My Peace River Home 

o A video from Virginia Larstone – My Peace River Heart 

January 2015 

 Throughout this month there was much media activity on the provincial decision to go ahead 

with the dam.  PVEA kept supporters updated and responded on-line to many news articles and 

also had articles published on the court cases and recent campaign activity in The EcoReport and 

Watershed Sentinel. 

 It was also during this month that the PVEA started exploring fundraising opportunities with 

local artists; several of which came to fruition throughout the course of the year. 

February 2015 

 One of those fundraising activities was a very successful painting workshop hosted by Penny 

Boden, the proceeds of which were generously donated to the PVEA.  Thank you so much Penny 

for this innovative idea. 

 PVEA submitted funding proposals to Y2Y and Patagonia – both of which were successful. 

 PVEA partook in planning and advertising for a music and speaking event with Holly Arntzen in 

Vancouver.  This event took place at the end of March and was very successful with 

approximately a hundred people in attendance.  There were three bands plus Art Napolean  

spoke and performed.  Additional speakers included Grand Chief Stewart Philip, Arlene Boon, 

Joy Foy and Harold Steeves.  Money collected was used to support the legal fees of the Peace 

Valley Landowner Association.  Holly and her team also produced a video of portions of the 

performance including a song she wrote specifically for the campaign.   

  

http://youtu.be/h22YuLz5YcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgSS2yzP8-E&list=UUPZ_SeONMZ8yi7idn5AndRw
https://youtu.be/GDmbA5QzC34
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March 2015 

 PVEA was asked to conduct a presentation on Site C and our concerns to a geography class at 

UNBC.  Our coordinator, in collaboration with PVEA director Ken Forest, prepared the 

presentation and Ken delivered it in early April.  The instructor was really pleased and said he 

‘learned a ton’.  His intention was to have BC Hydro present a few days later and get the 

students to discuss the issues. 

 Many thanks to Lynn Chapman who ensured a PVEA presence at the Seedy Saturday event on 

the Sunshine Coast this month 

April 2015 

 PVLA and T8 court cases were heard in provincial court this month 

 The court action was supported by a rally, coordinated by PVEA and our allies in Vancouver on 

April 23rd  - great media coverage of this event 

 BC government removed farmland from ALR for Site C 

o PVEA and the allies responded in the media to the provincial government’s withdrawal 

of ALR lands for Site C 

 We find out from the Toronto Star that Paddle for the Peace is on a terrorist watch list 

 PVEA participated in the annual Fort St. John Trade show.  Feedback from those running the 

booth was very positive.  They stated that there was significant interest in the campaign, in fact 

they felt it was strong than ever. 

May 2015 

 We connected with BC based artist and environmental activist Priscilla Judd through Twitter 

with help from Lynn Chapman.  Priscilla created a wonderful and heartfelt song and video which 

was released in June for us with PVEA supplying photos and information to assist in its creation. 

 PVEA supported coordination and advertising of 3 speaking events on Site C in collaboration 

with Sierra Club, Wilderness Committee,  Amnesty International and West Moberly First Nations 

Chief Roland Willson.  The events took place in Victoria, Vancouver and Kamloops.  Speakers 

included Chief Willson, Craig Benjamin from Amnesty International, Joe Foy of Wilderness 

Committee and Grand Chief Stewart Philip of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs. 

 Former ALC Chair Richard Bullock said that flooding the Peace is a ‘sin against humanity’ 

 PVEA supported fundraising efforts for Treaty 8 court cases 

 Peace River Valley was labelled ‘endangered’ by Heritage Canada due to Site C 

 PVEA, in collaboration with Treaty 8 Tribal Association, coordinated presentations on the 

Natural Capital Analysis report by the David Suzuki Foundation as well as court case updates by 

both Treaty 8 and the PVLA.  This event was very well attended. 

 

  

http://t.co/7R5EhIT6RL
http://t.co/7R5EhIT6RL
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbhjIZmh5hQ
https://www.facebook.com/events/1447160612243567/
http://t.co/8GyHiPcQhE
https://www.facebook.com/events/898299286880642/?ref=2&ref_dashboard_filter=past&action_history=null
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June 2015 

 Robert McCullough, an expert economist hired by the PVLA announces his  report findings to 

the media.  He finds that BC Hydro’s case for Site C in comparison to alternative energy sources 

is flawed in many ways. 

 Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative helps to coordinate a Bioblitz in the Peace 

o PVEA assists by helping to find accommodation for the scientists and by sharing 

information on the event with the public and media for its duration. 

 First Nations coalition, which includes the Sliammon, Klahoose, Sts’ailes and shíshálh Nations, 

demands the Province reconsider its decision to approve the Site C dam on the Peace River 

July 2015 

 Diane Culling’s very humorous response to the Paddle Committee being on terrorist watch list is 

published by the Common Sense Canadian with over 7,000 views.   

 Another extremely successful and fun - our 10th Annual - Paddle for the Peace takes place 

o Last minute and welcome surprise, David Suzuki joins us at the Paddle 

o We have a record turnout of watercraft – 270 and people registered 540 

o We were covered in 39 news stories – a combination of print, radio and television 

o Our event was also shared by 19 other organizations around the province via their 

websites and/or blogs 

o We had a fabulous response to our request that participants share their pictures from 

the event on social media.  Facebook in particular was absolutely loaded with pictures 

the day of and the day after. 

o Also, many thanks to Darcy Sawcheck for helping out in various ways at the Paddle, one 

of which was to create a Facebook page specifically for people to share their photos of 

the event and for sharing his own - many - professional photos of the valley for use by 

our campaign. 

 Permits to start construction on Site C were issued this month 

 PVEA, along with our allies worked in earnest to coordinate and advertise Drums for the Peace 

event – which was to be held outside the federal courthouse in Vancouver in support of the 

PVLA and First Nations’ federal court hearing dates – July 23rd - but unfortunately this is the 

event we had to cancel due to concerns around participation by Anonymous 

 Also in July & August, Miep Burgerjon and Lorna Penner hosted “Jewels of the Peace” exhibit at 

Peace Gallery North.  Their pieces were whimsical “Outstallations" as they referred to them – 

created from natural materials drawn from the Halfway River.  The event was very successful 

and PVEA was fortunate to be chosen as the recipient for all the proceeds.  Thank you so much 

to Miep and Lorna for this generous initiative.  

 

 

http://t.co/AfPOKLJ0OF
http://t.co/E8q5R8eVqc
http://www.satprnews.com/2015/06/23/bc-first-nations-new-clean-energy-strategy-condemns-site-c/
http://t.co/CQpvaPbjpE
https://www.facebook.com/events/578277075608068/?ref=2&ref_dashboard_filter=past&action_history=null
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1446936872282686/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1649409261940766/?ref=2&ref_dashboard_filter=past&action_history=null
https://www.facebook.com/north.peace.cultural.centre/photos/a.10150247857172041.318501.189075102040/10152900546127041/?type=3
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August 2015 

 PVEA initiated preparation and planning for establishment of RealSiteCHearings.org with Eoghan 

Moriarty 

 PVEA participated in coordination of KAIROS visit which occurred at end of August – KAIROS is a 

faith-based group and they came up here on the Rolling Justice Bus to learn about Site C and the 

issues 

 PVEA strongly promoted Keep the Peace Loonie auction, an initiative of Helen Knott, a young 

Treaty 8 First Nations woman.  Some of our members/directors donated items to this hugely 

successful event.  All proceeds went to the First Nations’ legal fees. 

September 2015 

 In addition to working on the development of the RealSiteCHearings website with PVEA, Eoghan 

Moriarty came to FSJ for a few days and shot drone footage of the valley with Don Hoffmann.  

The result was a stunning 3 minute video of the valley which is available on YouTube.  You can 

also access the link via our website, www.SaveBCfromSiteC.ca, click on UPDATES along the top 

menu, then select ‘Videos’ and that will open a list of videos done for our campaign – it is the 

third one down. 

 PVEA held its 4th annual Wooden Boat Race – Rivers’ Day event.  It was a little cooler than in 

previous years, but we still sold about the same number of boats as in past year and a good time 

was had by all. 

October 2015 

 PVEA participated in advising and advertising of Site C-51 Rally by Jennifer O’Keefe.  Jennifer is a 

young woman, attending Simon Fraser University in Vancouver.  She has political background 

based on her work with the Coalition of Progressive Electors in Vancouver and has media 

experience as well.  She took it completely upon herself to organize this rally and said she was 

inspired to help with our campaign after attending the speaking event in Vancouver in May. 

 PVEA launched  RealSiteCHearings.org with our first campaign being to ask supporters to write a 

letter on the website to the 29 BC MLA’s who voted against the Liberals’ September 30th motion 

in support of Site C.  We ended up with 261 letters in the first 24 hours of the campaign and a 

total of 499 letters in just 2 and a half weeks. 

 Eoghan came back  up to FSJ just 10 days ago to get drone footage of the construction that’s 

happened so far in the valley.  He anticipates having another short video with this arresting 

footage ready for sharing by mid-December – link to that video here. 

o We are anticipating a very strong reaction to this upcoming video as when Don 

Hoffmann posted his aerial photos of the clearing, over 36,000 people were reached on 

Facebook with these pictures.  The size of the clearing is really striking a chord with 

people and is bringing more people into awareness of the project. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/729894697136528/?ref=2&ref_dashboard_filter=past&action_history=null
http://www.savebcfromsitec.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1055121271179164/?ref=2&ref_dashboard_filter=past&action_history=null
https://www.facebook.com/events/539571302858622/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJGFAgcweLo&feature=youtu.be
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 PVEA, in particular, Verena, coordinated and hosted an event with a Columbian group called 

Pollinating Rios Vivos . (Event )The interaction with this small group was extremely interesting 

and informative and it was a great opportunity to share experiences.   

 PVEA initiated a MailChimp account in October as well.  This allows us to better track the 

success rate of our mailings and also makes it easier to comply with Canada’s Anti-Spam 

legislation by providing an opt-out button and a link for those who are interested. 

 Contributions from the local arts community this month: 

o  Jody Peck along with Lindsay Pratt and Naomi Shore released My Peace River song and 

video  

o PVEA launched a fundraising campaign based on the amazing painting of Cindy Vincent’s 

– Peace River.  Cindy is generously donating the proceeds of giclee (pronounced g-clay) 

canvas prints of this stunning painting – available in various sizes – to the PVEA.  

Additionally, she will be selling cards and other items with the painting on them – such 

as possibly mugs, i-phone cases, mouse pads, etc.  Information on purchasing these 

items is available on PVEA’s website – www.SaveBCfromSiteC.ca .  Information on the 

additional items besides the painting will be posted and shared via email as soon as they 

are determined – early December.  There is a handout with a reminder about this – 

great Christmas gift ideas. 

November 2015 

 PVEA implemented our 2nd RealSiteCHearings letter writing campaign, urging supporters to ask 

the new  prime minister and key federal cabinet ministers whose mandates are in some way 

related to Site C, to stop the project. To date we have over 220 letters.  This campaign is still on-

going. 

 PVEA, in conjunction with several of our allied groups, also sent a letter last week to Prime 

Minister Trudeau and key cabinet ministers urging him not to consider Site C as a positive 

climate change initiative of Canada’s – the letter was sent at this time particularly in hopes that 

neither he nor Christy Clark will try to impress the world at the climate change conference in 

Paris that Site C is a ‘green’ energy project. 

 Additionally, letters urging the new prime minister to stop the dam were sent by Amnesty 

International and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs last week.  We are very hopeful that the 

messages are reaching Trudeau and that he and his ministers will stop this project.  Our 

communications committee is working with Treaty 8 to get a meeting with Chief Willson, UBCIC 

Grand Chief Stewart Philip and Chief Liz Logan in Ottawa as soon as possible. 

 Earlier this month, Prophet River and West Moberly First Nations took the BC government to 

court on the issuance of the construction permits.  We await a decision on this action. 

 Also this month we secured some assistance with running PVEA’s Twitter account from Jennifer 

O’Keefe.  Our coordinator continues to tweet as well but Jennifer is also able to do so and is 

doing a fantastic job of increasing our following. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/143750322644585/?ref=2&ref_dashboard_filter=past&action_history=null
http://www.savebcfromsitec.ca/
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Speaking of which….our combined social media, petition signers and email list has grown 25% in the past 

year – we are up to 14,297 supporters with new ones coming in daily! 

We have also found support for the efforts to stop Site C from a number of key individuals and 

organizations over the past year including:  

 Dr. Harry Swain, former chair of the Joint Review Panel on Site C 

 Robert McCullough, energy expert hired by PVLA 

 Marc Eliesen, Former CEO BC Hydro 

 Richard Bullock, former chair, BC Agricultural Land Reserve 

 David Boyd, retired bank economist 

 Regional Chief Shane Gottfriedson, BC Assembly of First Nations 

 Coalition of BC First Nations including the Sliammon, Klahoose, Sts'ailes and shíshálh Nations 

 Amnesty International 

 KAIROS 

 UNESCO 

 BCGEU 

 National Farmers Union – thanks to Ken Boon’s efforts in particular on that one 

 Greater Vancouver Regional District aka Metro Vancouver 

 Peace River Regional District 

 City of Victoria and many other municipalities 

 Coalition of Progressive Electors (COPE), Vancouver 

 UBCM 

 BC’s NDP party 

Again, the aforementioned list is just the NEW supporters that came on board strongly in the past year.  

We are still supported by a number of additional organizations who have been with us for some time 

now – many of which were mentioned at the beginning of this presentation. 

So overall, it’s been a very good year for growing and strengthening our campaign.  We have had 

excellent media coverage throughout the year and believe that this has helped contribute to the 

increase in the number of voices coming out against Site C.  

We are optimistic and look forward to having the opportunity to have our First Nations allies meet with 

and influence our new federal government and we also look forward to the outcomes of the remaining 

court action by both First Nations and Landowners. 

There are so many people who have contributed in various ways to support the PVEA in the past year – 

and a few were mentioned in the presentation, but there are many, many more – those who 

contributed artistically, through volunteering, writing letters, participating on social media, making 

donations and through attending events.  We want you to know that ALL of your efforts are so much 

appreciated.  The actions of each individual really do make a difference in this campaign and the support 

from everyone has been incredibly heartwarming and motivating.  Thank you. 


